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In testimony before the House Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs on May 13, Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams said the Department will continue
to investigate the circumstances leading to the death of US citizen Benjamin Linder in Nicaragua
on April 28. According to Abrams, State has "little confirmed" information about Linder's death.
Efforts by the Costa Rican- based Nicaraguan Association for Human Rights (ANPDH), he said, to
investigate the case were denied by the Nicaraguan government. [Editorial note: The organization
in Costa Rica was created via efforts of the State Department, largely for the purpose of providing
"human rights training" to the contras.] Abrams told the subcommittee that several conflicting
reports of Linder's death were received by the US Embassy in Nicaragua. By April 29, he said, the
Embassy was informed of a letter from Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto to Secretary of
State George Shultz stating that Linder "loaned his services as a civilian cooperant to a hydroelectric
project," and blamed the US for his death. The letter alleged that Linder had been kidnapped
and later murdered by "mercenary forces" financed by the United States. One press account, said
Abrams, indicated that a Nicaraguan government spokesman claimed Linder was "killed by a
group of six contras who walked into his office at 8 a.m. in the village of La Camaleona." Other early
accounts attributed to a member of the Witness for Peace group said Linder died during a grenade
and gunfire attack that also killed two Nicaraguans. On the morning of April 29, said Abrams, the
US Embassy requested that the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry provide official notification of Linder's
death and an account of the circumstances surrounding it. Later that day, the Embassy received
a note from the Foreign Ministry stating that Linder had been killed between 7 and 8 a.m. April
28. The note failed, said Abrams, to provide further details. According to the Assistant Secretary,
reporters from the DALLAS MORNING NEWS and the LOS ANGELES TIMES told Embassy
officials on April 30 that they had investigated the site of Linder's death on April 29, and spoken
with two survivors of the group of seven people who were with Linder at the time of his death.
The eyewitnesses told the reporters that others in the group were uniformed and armed, but that
Linder was not in uniform although he was armed and wore a cartridge belt. Abrams said the US
Embassy had not yet been able to send representatives to the site where Linder died because it is in
a combat zone. On April 30, Abrams said, the UNO/FDN reported that Linder had been killed when
a contra unit attacked a group of armed, uniformed men that returned fire. According to the contra
unit commander, three people in the opposing grop and one FDN combatant were killed when the
contra unit came upon the group and considered them legitimate targets for attack. At the end of
his prepared statement before the subcommittee, Abrams said the investigation of Linder's death is
not yet closed. He stated that the State Department will continue to investigate, continue to demand
a copy of the autopsy report, and continue to try to interview eye witnesses. "We are hopeful that
the government of Nicaragua will grant the request of the ANPDH to enter Nicaragua to conduct an
investigation. We will do all we can to make the FDN unit available to the ANPDH."
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